D Barre_HWM 16/04/2015 10:27 Page 1

FISHERWICK HALL
AND PARK
A LOST LANDSCAPE
Dianne Barre
Fisherwick Hall and Park in Staffordshire were designed by ‘Capability’ Brown, but
they were destroyed within a generation. Neither remains today.
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Crossing this bridge the visitor reached the walled Kitchen
Garden, which, rather unusually for Brown, included a delightful
‘Ladies’ Botanical Garden,’ complete with its own Temple. Opposite
were the lawns of the pleasure grounds with its walks and there
were other plantations and shrubberies with walks, including one
to a new greenhouse conservatory near the Cherry Orchard.
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ituated just north of Lichfield, Elizabethan Fisherwick
Hall was purchased by the 5th Earl (later Marquess) of
Donegall in 1760. An extravagant young man, he
commissioned Lancelot ‘Capability’ Brown to design a
new Palladian house and to re-landscape the formal
park, between 1766 and 1774.

The Park

When Brown came to landscape the 570-acre park it had two long
formal avenues, much admired by Robert Plot in 1686, which were
left in situ. More trees were scattered around the park in no special
order. However, within forty years 100,000 trees were planted,
including Brown’s standard perimeter belts.
Close to the house an existing seven-acre cherry orchard had been
enclosed on two sides by a brook from the nearby River Tame. Brown
enlarged this brook into a naturalistic curved pool which he joined
to a new long and narrow seven-acre lake, by a cascade and bridge.
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Dr Dianne Barre is an independent garden historian.
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